Research proposals

What is a research proposal?
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A research proposal is a structured, formal document that explains what you plan to research (i.e. your research topic), why it’s worth researching (i.e. your justification), and how you plan to work it (i.e. your practical approach). 

The purpose of the research proposal is to speak, is to convince your research supervisor, committee or university that your research is suitable for the requirements of the degree program and manageable given the time and resource constraints you will face. 

The most important word here is “convince” – in other words, your research proposal needs to sell your research idea to whoever is going to approve it. If it doesn’t convince them of its suitability and manageability, you’ll need to revise and resubmit. This will cost you valuable time, which will either delay the start of your research or eat into its time allowance. 

7 parts of a research proposal structure
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The structure of a research proposal varies from university to university. However, there is an exact structure and format required for a dissertation or thesis research proposal. There are five “essential ingredients” that typically make up the structure of a research proposal. This includes:

1. A descriptive title or title page. 

2. An introduction and background to the proposed research proposals

3. A discussion of the scope/delimitations of the research

4. An initial literature review covering the key research in the area

5. A discussion of the proposed research design (methodology)

For a detailed explanation of each of these, and step by step guidance covering how to write a research proposal, have a look at this video post. 

10 easy steps to writing your research prposals.

[image: image3.png]AResoach Proposal Aims to Convince
‘the Reader that Your Project Is:

@ important

. © Basedon strang acadermic basis

Wollthought utintarm f e
2 I iy

© roasible




Writing a research proposal can seem like a daunting task, but it doesn't have to be. In this artcle, we will walk you through 10 easy steps that will help you write a high-quality research proposal. This process will help you organize your thoughts and make sure that your proposal is clear and concise.

1. Choose a topic
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The first step in writing your research proposal is to choose a topic. It is important to choose a topic that you are interested in and that has enough information available to conduct research. Once you have chosen a topic, you can narrow it down by focusing on a specific research question.

2. Do your background research proposals
Before you start writing your proposal, it is important to do some background research. This will help you better understand the topic and provide context for your research. Try to find scholarly articles, books, and other sources that are relevant to your topic.

3. Define your research question
Once you have done some background research, you can define your research question. This will be the focus of your proposal and will help to keep your research focused. Make sure that your question is clear and concise.

4. Develop your argument
After you have defined your research question, you need to develop an argument. This is the main point of your proposal and should be supported by your research. Start by stating your thesis, which is the main argument of your paper. Then, provide evidence to support your thesis.

5. Write a literature review
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A literature review is an important part of your proposal. In this section, you will discuss the existing research on your topic. This will help you better understand the current state of knowledge on your topic and identify gaps in the research.

6. Describe your methodology
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After you have reviewed the existing literature, you need to describe your methodology. This is how you will conduct your research and collect data. Make sure that your methodology is clear and concise. Comparing and contrasting the main theories, methods, and debates. Examining the strengths and weaknesses of different approaches. Explaining how will you build on, challenge, or synthesize prior scholarship Tip If you're not sure where to begin, read our guide on how to write a literature review . Research design and methods: Following the literature review, restate your main objectives . This brings the focus back to your own project. Next, your research design or methodology section will describe your overall approach, and the practical steps you will take to answer your research questions. 

7. Discuss your results
In this section, you will discuss the results of your research. This is where you will interpret your data and discuss the implications of your findings.

8. Write a conclusion
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After you have discussed your results, you need to write a conclusion. In this section, you will summarize your findings and discuss the implications of your research.

9. Edit and revise your proposal
After you have written your proposal, it is important to edit and revise it. Make sure that your proposal is clear and concise. Check for grammar and spelling errors.

10. Get feedback from others
Once you have edited and revised your proposal, it is important to get feedback from others. Ask a friend or colleague to read your proposal and give you feedback. Follow these 10 steps and you will be well on your way to writing a high-quality research proposal.

What goes into a research proposal?
[image: image8.png]RESEARCH
PROPOSAL

(-]
o=





A good dissertation or a thesis proposal needs to cover the “what”, the “why” and the “how” of the research. Let us look at ecah of the above. 

The WHAT
Your proposal should clearly articulate your research topic. This needs to be specific. Your research topic should make it clear exactly what you plan to research. Additinally, to what context. Here’s an example: Topic: An investigation into the factors which impact female Generation Y consumer’s likelihood to promote a specific makeup brand to their peers: a British context

This topic is extremely clear. From this one line we can see exactly:

· What’s being investigated – factors promoting people to promote a brand of makeup

· Who it involves – female Gen-Y consumers

· In what context – the United Kingdom

Make sure that your research proposal provides an explanation of your research topic. It should go without saying, but don’t start writing your proposal until you have a crystal-clear topic in mind. You will end up waffling away a few thousand words. 

Why do you want to do it?

Not only do you need to propose a research topic but also you need to justify why your topic is original. What makes it unique? What gap in the current literature does it fill? If it’s simply a rehash of the existing research, it’s probably not going to get approval – it needs to be fresh.

But, originality alone is not enough. You also need to justify why your proposed topic is important. In other words, what value will it add to the world if you manage to find answers to your research questions? 

The HOW:
Always have a great topic that’s original and important. It is important in that, You arent going to convince anyone to approve it without discussing the practicalities. Here are some of the questions that ou can use to write a research proposal:

· How will you do your research? 

· Is your research design appropriate for use in your topic?

· Is your plan manageable given your constraints (resources i.e. time, money, expertise)?

Always start your research strategy at the proposal stage. Additionally, provide a high-level view of your research methodology and some key design decisions. Here are some important questions you’ll need to answser in your proposal:

· Will you use a qualitative or quantitative approach? 

· Will your design be cross-sectional or longitudinal? 

· How will you collect your data (interviews, surveys, etc)? 

· How will you analyse your data?

How long should be your research proposal?
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This is influenced by some factors such as:

· depends on the university

· the field of study (e.g. social sciences , natural sciences)

· the level of the degree (e.g. undergraduate, Masters or PhD)

Always check with your university what are the requirements before you start planning your proposal. A formal research proposal at Masters-level often ranges between 2000-3000 words. A PhD-level proposal can be far more detailed, ranging from 5000-8000 words. Occasionaly, a rough outline of the topic is all that’s needed. In other cases, universities expect a very detailed proposal that essentially forms the first three chapters of the dissertation. Whether applying for a self-funded or studentship you should follow the guidance below. If you are looking for advice on writing your PhD, read our guide. Contact us to discuss the availability of supervision in your area of research before you make a formal application, by visiting our areas of research . ALWAYS – be sure to check with your institution requirements before you start writing.

