Peer-Reviewed Research Articles

When you think of gaining knowledge on a topic in order to make an informed decision in social work, why might it be more appropriate to turn to a research article published in a reputable journal than something on the Internet? The answer relates to who evaluates the accuracy of the information and what level of accountability there is in ensuring that it is up-to-date, reliable, and valid.

As a social work graduate student, scholar, and emerging researcher, you are asked to base your writings on peer-reviewed research articles. In this Discussion, you explore what peer review means and how a research article differs from other types of writing.

To Prepare:

Review the Learning Resources on peer-reviewed research and on APA Style.

Skim the example peer-reviewed research article, making note of the content and language used, and how it compares to the editorial, blog, and website provided on a similar topic.

By Day 3

Post a description of peer review and its importance. Specifically, what makes an article peer reviewed? What is the importance of peer review in the research process and in social work practice? Finally, how does the content and language of a peer-reviewed research article compare to other forms of writing?
