[bookmark: _GoBack]FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation) or let me know if you have one youd prefer to do.
Research paper is to be typed double-spaced in 12 font, about 15 pages.

Select a public agency or organization that is of interest to you.
It will be important for you to consult with / interview agency personnel as you prepare your report.

Introduction. (Approximately 1 page). Explain the purpose of your paper and the topics it will cover.
    Budget Format. (Approximately 2 – 3 pages). Be sure to discuss the budget format that is used and important information it contains. Discuss the format and why it is used by the agency, what are some of its strengths and weaknesses for the agency, etc.?
    Agency Preparation of the Budget Request. (Approximately 3 pages). Report your findings on who (positions – I am not interested in the names of individuals) in the agency prepares and approves the budget request, what they do, how important they are, and how they define “agency budget success.” Compare and or discuss your findings to relevant insights you have learned from the readings, lectures and class discussions.
    Agency Budget Strategies. (Approximately - 3 pages). Report your findings on the strategies the agency uses to promote its budget request and the success of these strategies. Compare and or discuss your findings. Identify factors affecting the agency’s budget success. (About 2 to 3 pages) Identify and discuss the most important factors that affect the agency’s success in getting its budget request approved and why each factor is so important.
    External Review and Approval of the Agency’s Budget Request. (Approximately 3 pages). Report your findings about who outside of the agency reviews and approves the budget request, what they do, and how important they are to the budget process. Compare and or discuss your findings to relevant insights you have learned from the readings, lectures and class discussions.
    Changes Needed in the Budget Format and Process. (About 1 to 1 ½ pages) Report your findings on changes people in the agency think are needed in the budget format and process to enhance the agency’s policy decision-making and implementation. Why are the changes needed. Indicate changes you think are needed, and why you think they are needed. Relate them to relevant insights from the readings and discussions.
    Your Conclusions. (About 2 pages) Indicate the most important insights you have learned about the agency’s budget process and why they are so important.
    References – Bibliography, include all sources of information, including those from the course that you refer to in the paper. You are required to use the APA style format.
