The Pilgrims

Simple 1 paragraph

Accessible American History I raise the question of whether or not Thanksgiving should be viewed as our nation's Founder's Day. I also compare the Pilgrims with the English colonists who came here 13 years before the Pilgrims: the founders of Jamestown.

That famous Thanksgiving meal that Pilgrims shared with the Wampanoag Indians was more than just a harvest festival celebrating their survival of that first (bad) winter. It was also the forging of a military alliance between the two peoples. In those early days, the Plymouth settlers needed the help of local Indians, and the Wampanoag thought that these newcomers could be useful in their conflicts with other tribes.

What is your opinion of the painting below, which is a depiction of that famous Thanksgiving meal? (Does it seem accurate? Explain.)  How do you think Native Americans might feel about this painting? Explain. Do you think that we should be commemorating and celebrating the Pilgrims on Thanksgiving? Explain.

Painting showing Pilgrims feeding Native Americans on the first Thanksgiving
