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Read the article. Write a 2–3-page paper in which you briefly summarize the
article and then explain how the events described relate to our discussion of
different kinds of push and pull factors, as well as the different kinds of migration
that humans get involved with (voluntary vs, involuntary international vs.
internal etc.). Finish with a brief prediction of how this problem will be resolved,
or if it can ever be resolved.
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N ilip Das once looked forward to the mor

J soon season when heavy rains replenishe

ban Isl

his rice paddy fields on the Sund.

off the northe n coast of India, ensuring

healthy harvest in the fall. Now every time the
clouds darken, he wonders if this will be the
storm that renders his family homeles

For more than six years Das, 36, has watche
the rain and sea that once nurtured his liveli
hood consume his land on Ghoramara Island
he island is part of the Sundarban's intricate

ta system in the Bay of Bengal that scientists

say is under threat from a rising sea level that is

eating away at the land

Every tme the sea swllows another  slands. He found tha the land crosion has
chunk of Ghoramara, Das and his family  diplaced sbout 6,000 people in the lase
move a few more meters infand They 30 years. Ifthe seas continue to ise a the
build another cmbankment and hope this  present rae, 70,000 more.residents wil
time it will be cnough to keep the cle-  join the migrants between 2020 and 2030,
ments at bay be said. The forced migration from the

More than ke, however, Das and  Sundarban lands s not unique. Estimates

many of Ghoramara's inhabitants will for displaced environmental migrants by
join 3 growing number of environmenal the year 2050 range from 50 millon,
migrants, according to Sugata Hazra, an  according to the UN University's Instute
oarspher at Jadavpur University in  for Environment and Human Sccury, to
Kolkata, India. Hszra has studied the ris- 200 million, according to the Incernational

g sca levels around Ghoramara and the  Organization for Migraon OM)

many ilands making up Indias Sundarban  While weather accounts for part of
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the natursl shift i the size and mumber of the
Sundsrban Islands, scentists say climate change
aused by human actwity contrbutes to the riing
sea level and has quickened the pace of erosion on
these wlands. I the last three decades, sbout 170
square kilometers of the Sundarbans have gone
the way of Atantis Two uninhabited isands have
disappeared entiely
remaining population of fewer than 5,000, has lost

while Ghoramara, with 3

ey 50 percent of s land, according to the study

The deltaalso serves 2.2 protective buffer for the
coast s disappearance could result in devastating
destrction from monsoon flooding for the nearby
ity of Kolkata, home to sbout 75 million people.

In 2007, UNESCO lsted the Sundarbans a5
one of 26 World Hertage sites threatened by
human-induced climate change The biodverse

islands are home to the largest mangrove forest

in the world and 2 dwindling Royal Bengal tiger
populati

DI
powered vehicle or sprayed an aerosol can, climate
change i 2 concept he knows lile about What
he docs know is that the storms hitting his home

Das however, has never owned a gasoline.

may be less frequent, but they have become more
severe—a fact substantiated by Hazra's 2001 study
e comes, it rains, [and] we
We knonw that at

Every time 3 cyclor
Das said back in 2007.
any time this could be the end

Standing on the edge of what was once his
fertile land, capable of producing enough food for

his 11-member family, he looked out to 3 never

s SIPA NEWS

ending horizon and pointed to 3 mark in the sea

sbout 200 meters from the chff

There, that was my home, and here was
my pond” Das sad, referring to 3 muddy ditch
behind him that disappears duning high tide.

Das has moved his family five times due to land
croding storms and risin sca levels. After the most
recent surge Das could no longer find land on the.
sland to farm. He said there s barcly room for 3
marketplace since residents have filled the ilands
center with scttlements. Das turned to work 35 3
day Iaborer buikding embankments or fishing. He
cams about US$1 2 day, if he is lucky

Life was aheays hard, he noted, but at least he
owned land With lite savings or aliemative sklls
o carn income, Das sad be s relying on and waiting
for the Indian government to help him relocate

Environmental refugees have lost everything,
Rabab Fatims, the South Asia representative of
the IOM told the N 0
article “They don't have the money to make 3 big

ork Timesin s January 2

move. They move to the next wllage, the next
town and eventually to 3 city

Reco
tion, the UN Framework Convention on Climate

& this new pattern of forced migra-

Change in 2007 began supporting the develop-
ment of National Adaptation Programs of Action
NAPA), which aim o help developing countries
identify ways to adapt to clmate change and
access funds to implement plans

Substantial funding came thronugh in December
2009atthe Copenhagen Clmate Summit Developed

nations pledged $100 billon to help countries such
asIndia manage the consequences of limate change
Semaller amounts of aid were pledged for the next
few years, but the bulk of the $100 billon i not
expected to begin flovang untl

Beyond pledging money, other experts are
pushing the United Nations to recognize the
term “environmental refugees” s 3 way of cre
ating 2 support mechanism for these migrants
Since they are not legally covered by the terms
refugee” or “ssylum secker,” but argusbly do need
protection and assistance, 3¢ they often migrate
against their vl and with minimal resources

This tactic has proven quite controversia,
however. Oppanents of the “environmental refu
sec” term argue that classifying covironmental
migrants 3 refugees would lead to 3 deteroration
of the current protection for more traditional,
“convention refugees” and allow governmens to
reduce their responsibilities even further

While these debates continue, vulnerable

populations are litrally left out in the cold

Eight years ago, after one particularly brutal
night of rain, Badal Jans, 29, made the reluctant
but necessary shift from Ghoramara to another
Sundarban island

You could not imagine the rin, Jana sad. “Tn
ust 2 few moments, everything was gonc

Farmland, livestock, and some of their only
worldly possessions, such 35 posters of popular
Bollywood stars, were washed away in one slecp.
less night, he said

Jans left with 340 famikes and relocated to
Ssgar, another island i the Sundarbans where
they sctup 3 colony. The Indian government allo-
cated enough money for a house for each family
many only one. or two-room homes. Like Das
Jana works 3s 3 aborer but says he only finds work
sbout 15 days out of the month and often faces
competition with the locl inhabitants of Sagar

“They donit like us here,
native residents of Sagar. They say we are taking
their land.

Jans said sbout the

And Sagar is sinking t0o, which only adds
n that land
About 30 square kilometers have been submerged

to Jans's worries sbout his future
already, sccording to Hazra's study

Life o
ous. He may have 3 house, but he does not have

Jana and his children remains precan
2 home, he said
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