1) Examine the Concept of Federalism and what causes Friction in the US System.

Discuss Federalism. How does it work? How are powers and responsibilities divided among levels of government in unitary, confederate, and federal systems of government? Describe the major sources of friction and conflict between the federal and state levels of government that have arisen over time. Be sure to include policy examples to illustrate your answer.

2) Participation in Government.

Participation is believed to be necessary and good for democracy. However, there are positive and negative aspects associated with increased participation. Evaluate some of the advantages and disadvantages associated with increased citizen participation. Why do people participate in the political process? In your discussion, be sure to include a description of the various potential responses to dissatisfaction in the community and the general demographic and contextual factors that have been linked to participation. Given your discussion, what might governments do to increase citizen participation? Consider also initiatives and how they affect democracy? Lastly, how do the Internet, social medial, and e-government connect the public with government?

3) Discuss the State Legislative process and make-up.

Discuss the three major functions of legislatures. Of the three, which do you consider most important? Why? Also, consider how legislative districts are drawn, how legislatures are compensated, and also the make-up of the legislative leadership. Discuss the Committee process. What are the committee and how to do they function as part of the legislative process? What are legislative cues, decision making, and legislative norms? Lastly, how does bill become law and how easy or difficult is it to get passed on the local and state level?
